Believing, Achieving, Serving
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For further information
contact
Corrado Ciapanna
Superintendent of Education
(905) 525-2930 at ext. 2206
or visit the Board’s web site at:
www.hwcdsb.ca

Voluntary
Confidential
Aboriginal Student
Self-Identification
Process

The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District
School Board, in keeping with its mission
and vision statement, is committed to
helping students realize the fullness of
their humanity and providing supports to
ensure all students of Aboriginal ancestry are
successful.
The voluntary and confidential selfidentification process will help to determine
if students of Aboriginal ancestry, especially
those who experience gaps in their education,
are receiving the appropriate level of support
to achieve their full potential. For further
information on the Aboriginal Education
Strategy and on Aboriginal Student SelfIdentification, visit the Ministry of Education
website at http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/
Aboriginal/ and our Board’s web site at
www.hwcdsb.ca.
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Hamilton-Wentworth

INTRODUCTION
In 2007, the Ministry of Education
introduced the Ontario First Nation, Métis, and
Inuit Education Policy Framework, which has
identified three educational goals to benefit
Aboriginal students:
· High Level of Student Achievement
· Reduce gaps in Student Achievement
· High Level of Public Confidence

The overall circle shape symbolizes
wholeness, togetherness, community and
eternity as well as the recognition of nature
– the earth, sun and moon. A circle can be a
unit in and of itself, but also a starting point
from which to reach out. The shadow of
the drum speaks to the importance of story
telling, of announcing, of celebration or
remembrance within the Aboriginal culture.
“The drum is not just a music-maker, but a
voice for the soul within the music.”
The four colours speak to the First Nations
—Black, Red, Yellow and White—going to four
corners. The infinity sign on a blue field,
echoing to the Métis flag, represents the
coming together of two distinct and vibrant
cultures, those of European and indigenous
North America, to produce a distinctly new
culture, the Métis. The round edged Inuit
knife, or Ulu, vital for survival, and the
distinctive script speak to the need to nourish
both body and spirit of the Inuit people.
The infinity symbol, together with the
colours of the First Nations, creates the
shape of a flower, often a symbol of youth,
of flourishing and beauty, and emphasized
by the shape of the Ulus creating the three
spaces for all Aboriginal peoples.

(YY/MM/DD)

School:
(please print)

O.E.N. if known
(Ontario Education Number)
Aboriginal Ancestry:
I consider my child to be of Aboriginal
ancestry.
❑ Yes

❑ No

The categories that apply to my child are
checked below.
❑ First Nation
❑ Métis
❑ Inuit
❑ Native Student
I understand that this information will be
treated in the same manner as Ontario
Student Record and protected and governed
by the Freedom of Information Act.
Date
Parent Name:
(please print)

Parent Signature

Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board,
c/o Corrado Ciapanna, Superintendent of Education
90 Mulberry St., Hamilton ON L8N 3R9

Métis
Métis refers to distinctive peoples of mixed
ancestry who developed their own customs,
practices, traditions and recognizable group
identities separate from their Indian, Inuit
and European ancestors. The term “Métis”
does not refer to all individuals of mixed
Aboriginal and European ancestry.

HOW DO THOSE OF
ABORIGINAL ANCESTRY
REGISTER?
Students who are already attending a
Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School
Board elementary or secondary school
can register by completing the Voluntary,
Confidential Aboriginal Student SelfIdentification Form attached or one may be
downloaded from the board website,
www.hwcdsb.ca. Students new to the HamiltonWentworth Catholic District School Board may
have their Aboriginal status recorded during
registration.

WHAT IF I DO NOT WISH TO
PARTICIPATE AT THIS TIME?
If you do not wish to participate at all,
you need to do nothing. The process will
remain open to you for as long as your child
is registered at any Hamilton-Wentworth
Catholic elementary or secondary school. You
can activate Self-Identification at any time by
either requesting the form from the school
or by downloading it from the board website.
The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District
School Board appreciates the guidance
and support received from the H.A.E.C.
(Hamilton Aboriginal Education Council).
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This form may be returned to any Hamilton-Wentworth
Catholic School or mailed to:

Inuit
Inuit are the original northern peoples formerly
classified as Eskimo. They generally inhabit
the northern circumpolar regions of Canada,
USA, Greenland and Russia. Although they
inhabit a large landscape, their population is
small. There are only 128 000 Inuit world wide.
Their language is Inuktitut. The four Inuit land
claim regions of Canada are Nunavut, Nunavik
(Northern Quebec), Nunatsiavut (Labrador)
and Inuvialuit (Northwest Territories).

WHY IS OUR BOARD
ENGAGING IN THE
ABORIGINAL SELFIDENTIFICATION PROCESS?
The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District
School Board believes that all children and
youth of Aboriginal ancestry can be successful
students. Through the self-identification
process, the Board can use the information
to ensure students of Aboriginal ancestry,
especially those who experience gaps in their
education, receive the appropriate level of
support, e.g. mentorship, resources and access
to community opportunities - to achieve their
full potential.
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Birth Date:

WHO WILL HAVE ACCESS TO
THE INFORMATION?
Personal information is collected pursuant to
Ministry of Education’s document – Ontario
First Nation, Métis and Inuit Policy Framework
Document 2007. Completed Aboriginal SelfIdentification Forms will be submitted to the
school’s Supervisory Officer. This data will
then be recorded in the Hamilton-Wentworth
Catholic District School Board’s Student
Management System to support the analysis of
trends in student success. Individual student
data will be kept confidential.
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(please print)

WHAT IS THE ABORIGINAL
SELF- IDENTIFICATION
PROCESS?
This process provides an opportunity for
those of Aboriginal ancestry—First Nation,
Métis, or Inuit—the right to voluntary,
confidential self-identification identify their
ancestry to the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic
District School Board.
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Student Name:

HOW IS ABORIGINAL
ANCESTRY DEFINED?
First Nation
The term “First Nation” replaces Indian in
reference to communities of people identified
as “Bands” and is used across Canada to
describe the Indigenous Peoples of Canada
who are not Métis or Inuit. There are three
categories that apply to Indians in Canada:
Status Indians, Non-Status Indians, and Treaty
Indians. Indian Status is an individual’s legal
status as an Indian as defined by the Indian Act.
Non-Status Indians are people who consider
themselves Indians or members of a First
Nation, but are not entitled to be registered
under the Indian Act. Treaty Indians belong to
a First Nation whose ancestors signed a treaty
with the Crown and as a result are entitled to
treaty benefits (Assembly of First Nation).

IN
U

VOLUNTARY, CONFIDENTIAL
ABORIGINAL STUDENT
SELF- IDENTIFICATION FORM

